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FRA Think it will be allowed, that 
in a quiet peaceable State the 
Diſturbers of this Settlement 
dave moſt to anſwer for the 
9 Conſequences of ſuch an At- 
. tempt; and it is certain, the 
enters are the Agreſſors in this Diſpute. 
This Nation has now been #hirty Tears ea» 
ſy and happy, and in the Progreſs of theſe 
Years ftill caſict and happier, under fuch 


(4 » 


- "Limitations; of. Fayour t the Sub jects, as 
the Legilarurg hopghs-expedients ten to 
; MPS Git; 1d 56 o mont en mn. 
And what has been the Effect bf this Ex- 
| pediency ? Why, in theſe thirty Hart there 
has been a larger Acceſſion, i in this Kingdom, 
from. the Nonconformiſts to the Church Com- 
Tce than ever Was: known before this 
dient. 
Many Konf. derable Diſenters have come, 
daily o came over to the Church Lom- 
SHO 3 Y the Children of conſiderable *Diſſen- 
ters, even in the Life-time of their Parents, 
have been and are brought up in the Church 
- Communion ; and ſuch Difſenters': as are di- 
{tinguiſhed for, their Capacities. to ſetve the 
Publick,. readily. comply, and conform to the 
Church Communion, upon their being advan- 
ced to ſuch Truſts. All theſe are confeſſed 
Matter of Facts, evident and prclenewes our 
Obſervation... 1.2% ; 


And what is panieulaclyin to be regorded in 


this happy Diſpoſition to Conformiy, you ob- 
ſerve that thoſe who have conformed, are 
Perſons of Fortune, Education, and good Abi- 
lities. And though a full Conformity is ſo 
far from being effected, that there are great 
Numbers of — — Condition, deriving 
their Education and Prejudices from Scotland, 
| who therefore continue averſe to our Church 
1 Com- 


LY 
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tions, we ſhall: ſoon become one Flock under” 
one Shepherd: I have ſaid under the preſent , 
Limitations; for, under the Bleſſing of God, 


.e 
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I aſcribe a great deal of Succeſs ro theſe Li- 
nitations, not as they force Men into a Com- 
pliance with the eſtabliſhed Religion; but 
as they lead Men to conſider the Merit of 
the Difference between Conformity and Non- 
conformity. For it is reaſonable, and chari- 
table to ſuppoſe, that many a Perſon would 
never have weighed and conſidered this Dif- 
ference, if theſe Limitations had not been laid 
in their Way z andi it is juſt and fair to al- 
low a particular Share of Credit to thoſe. 
Perſons, who thus conform upon Convittion;;* 
as it is an Argument of clear and ſtrong Rea- 
oning, againſi che Byaſs and Parriality ofPre- - 
judice. In ſuah a Caſe, the Limitations” f 
he La are not a Reaſon for Conformity; _ 
TORE 3 „ 
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"hey! are the Occaf of 00h fidering,t * 
eh birnen of ir; and thisOceafon; genert)ly 
0K ds very happily te Convidiony.ainfeypur 
"x the elonable EAabtihmert, 07 2 07 
| 0 to this Nepeſentation of the 
Temper ard Diſpoſition of the moſt ronſide- 
a 7 ente in Trelaud, one would think 
en Were in a fair Way to full Con- 
# 19 7 —Whenee then ariſes ſo eager an 
Fg tewp t ut this Time, for repealing this of- 
Fey e 17% of the Church Communion? 
* This 18 a Queſtion that well deſerves an 
Auſwer. And as, I hope, 1 have not of- 
0 den in any thing I have hitherto obſetved 
in this Paper, I would not willingly offend 
here, Les Truth then be told without Offence, 
1 "Miniſters of Diſenting Meetings, as it is 
Lr to apprehend from this Repreſentat ion, 
. are likely to be expoſed to great Diſtreſs; 
for their Maintenance, as the Congregation 
. ae, their Subferiptions, muſt of Con- 
fequence fail; and it is a reaſonable Alarm on 
38 ” their Side, to foreſee this Diſtreſs. : Accord- 
3 2 0 daes it is by every Body obſerved, that theſe 
„ Miniſters are, on this Oecaſion, the Agents, 
Titi Solicitors, and Writers for theRepeal; the) 
| are the Perſons principally ſtirring and active 
R to Commoners, to Lords, 
5 Lord Biſhops; and if wie will, believe 
7 the Credit they would give themſelyes, even 
do 


5 


£3 #4 
go ehe 
919 


z 
1 
1 
- 
L 
7 


an Occaſion of leſſening, their Congrega- 


7). 


to higher perſons! Nbw, pray what cari 
aſſect mem 16) ſtrongly in this Debate, but 
the npprehenſion o loſing their Subſcrſp- 
tions, and a Dinlinution of heir Inco | 


; 
* ” „ 


For as to the Intereſts of theſe importunate 


ſolliciring Gentlemen, the Continuatce” of 
the T does no way effect them, otherwiſe 
than as it leſſens their Support by becoming 


tions. For I know not how to , irhagine, 

"v4 | | TS OVy Mn LOTT 
with a Perſon who has wrote upon this Sub« 
je&, that the Diſſenting Teachers have 4 De- 
ſign; by the Repeal, to hold Civil Offices in 


Commendam. No, the Truth is; the Ef: 
fect of the preſent Limitations has leſſened, 


and the Continuance of it will every Day 1 


| ſer} their Congregations z and every Body 
ſees. what they have Reaſon to apprehend 


from the Conſequence of ſuch a finking Di- 
minution; for I imagine, they have no ber- 
ter Challenge chan other People, to ſay with 
the Apoſtle, I /cek not yours, but ou. 
Bur if this Tryal of a Church Parliament 
is only raiſed from the Sollicitations of Di/- 


ſenting Miniſters, what can be the Conlte- 


quence? Why, the Conſequence of their 
Application to Gentlemen, who. know the 
happy Effects of the preſent Limitations, will 
be, to confider this Attempt as the lalt lan- 
guid Effort of their cxpiring Intereſt, among 


22 „„ thole 
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* e 
and Afe lefs diſpoſed, to ſupportt its andi on 
thisPoot, 1 aim confident che) cu not en- 
7 Votes, in the preſent Dulc- * Wen 


12 


Tet reſent, Hou 
oF comes it to pals. then, that People 


apprehend they have a, larger Number in 

their Intereſt? It is ſaid, with. Aſſurance, by 

themfelves, that they have Seventy ſecure, in 

Favour of the Repeal; I think this too ſur- 

priſing to be believed, and I have: argued : 

| agaſtiftrhe Poſſibility of it; that a Parlia- 

ment of Heland, after Thirty Nears Experience 
of the happy Effects of their own Lau, 
ſhould now think of repealing it. If the 
Argument had been urged, as it is ſaid to 
have been urged in a Seſſion or two after the 
pailing it, the Debate might run doubtful, 
whether it were fit and prudent to be con- 
tinued; but after ſo long Experience of its 
Effects, ſuccelſi vely and continually ſeen more 
and more favourable to compoſe and to unite 

| rhe Proteſtant Iutereſi of this Kingdom, by 8 

the firmeſt Union of Church Conformity z. al- 

ter ſuch Experience of Union, to repeal 
ſuch 4 Law, would look like a Surgeon ta- 
king off the Bandage of a broken Limb, 
kindiy healing and uniting, but not fully 
united and Knit, and fo the Cure and Labour 
of a Mouth may be defeated in an Hour. , | 
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therefore, for my Information I was ſent x 
a Nets. Mriter of great Credit and Cont 
dence, who was pleaſed to let Us People o 
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fion, 9111 
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my Reaſoning was drawn from the narrow 


N 
£ ; 
"2 5 1 
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Ireland know, that the Teſt was to be fcb, 


ed here, in order to make Proviſious for max 
Scotch Presbyterians, thereby to ſtrengtben 


8 


us againſt the Power of Popery; and this 1. 
was told, had been publiſhed about two 


Months ago. This is News, indeed, to me 
that does not attend Coffee - Houſes; and it 
leads me to abate of my Wonder, that be 
Sollicitors on this Side the Water have taken 
up the Attempt with ſo much Mettle and 
Alaerity. It is no Wonder they ſnould ear- M 
neſtly labbur to bring in ſuch Succours, Which 
will effectually keep up the Separation, ad 


in a good meaſure anſwer 


But theſe babbling News-HPriters do not al- 
ways entertain us upon certain Information; 
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their Purpoſes: 


though 
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| «thotighiaHiot-from zbe, ofher;s Side the Wa: 
Tͤetetz has great 1 1 e 27 t 
ao have great Influence here, fr e 00d Au- 
]cthoniepstberavſe, the Tarereſts of then and 
dus ne interwoven, "what is advantag eus 
ox, detrimental mu! affect both, bel in 
different Degrees; yer I may take Leave to 
ö bell this News: Mriier, chat he is a haſty con- 
| <:figdent Vender.. of ſuch Politicks, before he 
f Aae u from the Parliament of 
oy ud, to furniſh him with Materials for 
ſuch aA Report. A * 

| 236 It is a Royal Goodneſs of his Majefty; to 
| 2s gontinue to call a Parliament in this King- 
| to dom, to adviſe what ſhall be fit rd be en- 
raed, or repealed, for the Benefit of the 
the Crown and of the Subject; and as the Re- 
pfeſentatives of every Kingdom, are neceſſa- 
rily to be allowed the moſt capable of advi · 
ſing what is fit ro be enacted or repeated, for 
the Purpoſes both of Government and Li- 
81 berty, and the common Benefit of the whole, 
lit is an affronting Preſumption, that a 'Seri- 
| 2: bler of News ſhould attempt to preſcribe to 
the great Council of a Nation: For, ſerting 
aide his low Prerenſions to preſcribe to us, 
| ſhould the Wiſdom of greater Councils, not 
entirely acquainted with the happy Succeſs 
aof the: preſent Limitations, think fit to re- 


a - Commend. tuch a Repeal of this 1 elt as is 
now 


; 2- a 


þ 7 211 Na 


| this limiting 185 "th. its moſt uſeful Con- 
. in Poffe 
Proſpect, are repreſented, ſuch a Repreſen- 
tation muſt for ever pur an End to theſe 
Sollicitations of Art and Pevice, to keepiup 
à Separation; which would orherwiſe ſpee- 


H chat we have a Chie 


( en) 
Dow £9 Ede for; yet Body that is 
A with'the , — of ang _—_ 


dien. of. his Maj wy Government, will be 


eaſily, % at when the Defrnee vf 


Mon, apd more uſèſuboin 


dily conclude in a common Union, and A- 
greement of Loyalty and Religion 
Since Inſinuations of publick Inteteſt are 


carried ſo far, if they are ſo far catried as 
1 have any Influence in the Councils of 


gland, it is very ha for this Kingdom, 

A5 o nor, who has all 
the Capacities of Diſcernment, and Good- 
| neſs, and Integrity, to repreſent the Condi- 


tion of this Biſpute with Fidelity,” to the 


Honour and Intereſt of his Majeſty, and our | 
Welfare, which i is inſeparable from his Ma- 
5 8 Ae Our Governor his Ant 


Jak; 


i 55 theſe ieee 1 . the 

a News Writer, and his Stotch Colony, mult 
. neceſſarily be defeated; for ſurel the Argu- 
ment 


| 


(12 


ment for ſtrengthening 1³ Proteſtant _n 
16h, by. ſuch Means, as muft\inevitab] 7 Wal: 


Fer diſunite, and revive the Separation of 
oteliants, | . ed of "ft 


25719 
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mon Policy. 27 gings h 
"ur, here. I was told I drew 650 10% 4 
+ there was another Reaſon in 


reſerve, ſtronger than any Thing 1 had yet 
a 


1 Was, that the Diſſenters of Great Bri- 
75 edi upon it, as a neceſſary Condition 
of. k their Intereſt at this Juncture of Affairs, 


re er ved Reaſon is truly important, and de- 
ſerves to be carefully weighed. 
9 .theſe. threatening Diſſenters ther fo 


little affected with Gratitude to the Legiſla- 
ture : Is their Patience already worn out un- 


der a free Toler ation; which, not long ago, 


was all they. defired for their Confeienricge' 
Scruples? This affords ſome Notice, that 
the o Leaven is not quite ſweetened in their 
Hearts; ſuch freſh Demands are apt to call 
to our Remembrance, what we have ſhewn © | 
| our, ſelves willing to forget. But, to paſs by 


. 
Notices of this Kind, I cannot raiſe any 


Apprehenſions to my ſelf. from this Threat- 
ening, at any Juncture, as the Laws now 


ſtand; 1 hope, they that make theſe Threats 
— 2 diſturb 


{F% 
fx. 4 


| A ed; Why the Teſt muſt be repealed q L, 


| which. they thought pretty critical. This 


* 


| will 555 ene too inconſiderable to 


| 5 1 

7 ah 3081104 0 itil 2111 10% 
diſturb abe Government where they: une 
them z and ithe Force of theſe Threats muff 
abate and become ten Thouſand Times læf 
here; for no Reaſoning can be more 6bvidj 
than this, that if they ſhould: be able Sy . 
unite. and break our Peace here, as th be Laws 
now lays them under Limitations, 1 5 


they not threaten and effect. when the 
mitations are removed? For, fuch 4 
ceſſion admits them into greater lega? Pow 157 ” 
and what will be the Effect of rea Boch 

but to make greater Demands? Then' gr 
one Repeal upon another, till our very e Con. 
ſtitution is repealed. 

The Attempt ſeems: very dartigh in ſmooth. 
Addreſs; we may already hear the Arms" 
claſhing in the Trojan Horſe ; the impending 
Danger is here, the Forces will pour upon 
us, for England is guarded by the Fundamen- 
tal Securities of the Act of Union; fo that 
ro break down our Wall by the Conceſſion 
of this Repeal, expoſes us to a perpetual Se- 
paration, by a perpetual. Succeſſion of ſuch *' 
Perſons as are averſe to the Peace we now 
enjoy. 4 

I imagine there are les Diſſenters now 
among us, that would nor, in a little Time, 9 
lament the Conſequences of ſuch a Con- 
ceſſion. Here I return again to my Reſt; 
1 Place my * an God, in wi 

il 
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3 cgi) 1 4 
m and Pruenncuoffour Lasgiffuure; 


they ſuſfiatetuly ex petiancno nur Happineia 


unde our prefrnt Daws, antddut hey Wil, a8 
the Guardians f dur Happineſs, pruſdrve 


„ . 5 
The Fafs and Arguments of this Paper „ 


are eaſy to every one's Obſervation, they are 
drawn from ſuch Evidence as we ſee, and 


muſt foreſee. I have not taken in the Con- 


fiderationof Civil Rights, and the Abuſe of 
abe Sacrament for a eft; becauſe they are 
too obvious to need a Confutation. For, as 
to Nights, does not every Body confeſs, that 
the very Nature of Society implies many 
Limitations; is not the Crown limited to the 
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Aae, ene een ir 
their Communion, might be eſteemed a 
ſufficient Teſt. ße 1s gonſeſſed and pub- 


lick; and would 


not the Abuſe, if any, be 
as great, if received as a Teſt among them, 
as with us? But theſe Obſervations are fo- 
teign to my Deſign here, where my only 


Con- 


(41395 
Concerm xu 19, lewnbe got Effects thar/ 
tkis Tſt Has produredy c ſince it was enacted 
into: HLEa be happy F roſpect of bet 
ter Effects fil}: from the Continuance ef: 
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